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Pilgrim Doll Homework

Dear Parents,


Today we read the story Molly’s Pilgrim by Barbara Cohen. It is the story of a young Jewish-Russian girl who is made fun of at school because of her looks and her language. Around Thanksgiving her class is assigned the project of making a pilgrim clothespin doll. The other children make dolls that look similar to the “typical” pilgrim most people think of: black and white clothing, the men wearing breeches, women in aprons, etc. Molly, however, dresses hers differently, and the other kids tease her, saying her doll doesn’t look like a pilgrim at all. 

Molly is then able to explain to her classmates, and to her teacher, the true meaning of the word “pilgrim”. She tells her classmates, “The doll is dressed like Mama. Mama came to America for religious freedom, too. Mama said she’s a pilgrim.” Her teacher decides to keep the doll on her desk as a reminder to all that Pilgrims are still coming to America. 

Today, we discussed some of the reasons pilgrims are still coming to America and learned that some of our classmates and their families are modern day pilgrims.  


I am assigning my class the same project that Molly’s teacher assigned her class. Each student will make a pilgrim clothespin doll and write a paragraph telling about the dolls heritage with parental help. This is an “open-ended” project. You and your child may use ANY materials you like to dress your clothespin as a pilgrim from the country that represents your heritage. To help you work with your child on this project, we are including an interview sheet with helpful questions.

This project is due back to school on Monday, November 13. The children will show their dolls and explain why they chose to dress their pilgrim the way they did. 


I hope this project will give the children a better understanding of the first Thanksgiving and of the sacrifices that people make in order to have a better life for themselves and their families.


Thank you for your continued support.









Sincerely,

Second Grade Teachers
Grading Rubric for Pilgrim Homework

	Did you…
	Total Points

	Make a doll that reflects your cultural heritage?
	________/20

	Turn your project in on time?
	________/20

	Write 3 – 5 sentences describing your pilgrim doll?
	________/20

	Use correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling?
	________/20

	Clearly present the information about your doll to the class?
	________/20

	TOTAL
	_______/100


� EMBED MetafileCompanion32.Picture.1  ���








[image: image2.wmf]_1035357187.emf

